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Jacksonville’s Mathews Bridge Emergency Repairs Project Named to 

APWA 2014 National Public Works Projects of the Year 
 
KANSAS CITY, MO. – The Florida Department of Transportation (DOT) Mathews Bridge Emergency 
Repairs project in Jacksonville, Florida, was recently named a 2014 Public Works Project of the Year 
by the American Public Works Association (APWA).  Florida DOT- District 2, as the managing agency; 
and Superior Construction, the primary contractor; as well as RS&H , the primary consultant; will all 
be presented with the national Project of the Year Award during APWA’s 2014 International Public 
Works Congress & Exposition Awards Ceremony in Toronto, Ontario, Canada during August 17-20, 
2014. 
 
The APWA Public Works Projects of the Year awards are presented annually to promote excellence in 
the management and administration of public works projects, recognizing the alliance between the 
managing agency, contractor, consultant and their cooperative achievements. This year, APWA 
selected projects in five categories: Disaster/Emergency, Environment, Historical Restoration, 
Structures and Transportation. 

 
Awarded one of the two APWA 2014 Projects of the Year in the Disaster/Emergency Construction 
Repair at a cost less than $5 million, the Mathews Bridge in Jacksonville is the state’s first and oldest 
high-level cantilever truss bridge. Eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, the bridge 
opened in 1953 and has continued to serve as a major connector between Arlington and Downtown 
Jacksonville, carrying traffic along the Arlington Expressway (State Road 10A) over the St. Johns 
River. 
 
In September, 2013, a United States Naval Ship struck the north bottom truss chord of the bridge 
while being towed to the North Florida Shipyard on the river’s west bank. The ship’s port-side ramp 
buttress did not clear the bridge’s lower chord, severing it on impact. Fortunately, the impact bent 
the ship’s buttress back far enough that it only caused minor damage to other below-deck members 
as the ship continued through to the other side.  
 
The impact occurred in the main channel of the bridge, which spans 810 feet between pier supports, 
where a 340-foot-long “drop-in” segment contains pin-and-hangers between two end segments in 
which the top chord carries compression forces and the bottom chord carries tension forces. 
Because of tension forces in the bottom chord, the impact resulted in the chord pulling apart and 
sagging like a severed cable, and since these are considered “facture critical,” it meant the loss of 
one would likely result in system failure. 
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The initial moments after impact were crucial to the success of the repair effort. Multiple 
eyewitnesses immediately reported the incident to 911, and the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office quickly 
barricaded the bridge approaches to clear traffic from the bridge. The Coast Guard set up a blockade 
to prevent boats from passing underneath. Meanwhile, the Florida Department of Transportation 
(FDOT) investigated the extent and the severity of the damage, an FDOT incident report was filed, 
and a Declaration of Emergency letter was signed by FDOT Secretary Ananth Prasad. 
 
The Declaration of Emergency allowed FDOT to immediately move forward with repair efforts, and 
an emergency response team was assembled that included FDOT personnel, bridge design 
engineers, contractors, surveyors, steel heat straightening professionals, steel fabricators, pin 
testers, bridge inspectors and CEIs, and strain gage professionals. 
 
Demonstrating creativity, innovation, and seamless coordination as it managed the project, the team 
quickly modified their existing Districtwide Miscellaneous Bridge Design contract with RS&H to 
include design of the repair.  FDOT and the team were able to complete the design and deliver the 
construction bid package within 76 hours after impact, and the bridge was reopened to traffic only 
33 days after being struck. 
 
For more information on the APWA 2014 Projects of the Year, please contact APWA Media 
Relations/Communications Manager, Laura Bynum, lbynum@apwa.net, or call 202.218.6736. 
 
 
   About APWA 
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization   
of more than 28,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by  
 promoting professional excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the 
exchange  of knowledge. APWA is headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, 
D.C. and 63 chapters in North America.   
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