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Santa Monica’s Tongva Park & Ken Genser Square Project  
Named APWA 2014 Public Works Project of the Year 

 

KANSAS CITY, MO. – Santa Monica’s Tongva Park & Ken Genser Square Project was recently named a 2014 

Public Works Project of the Year by the American Public Works Association (APWA). The APWA Public Works 
Projects of the Year awards are presented annually to promote excellence in the management and 
administration of public works projects, recognizing the alliance between the managing agency, contractor, 
consultant and their cooperative achievements.  APWA selected projects in five categories: 
Disaster/Emergency, Environment, Historical Restoration, Structures and Transportation.  
 
The Tongva Park & Ken Genser Square Project is being honored in the Structures  at cost of between $25 
million–$75 million category. This year, the team of winners includes the City of Santa Monica, California as the 
managing agency; W.E. O’Neil Construction as the primary contractor; and James Corner Field Operations as 
the primary consultant. These organizations will be presented with the award during APWA’s 2014 
International Public Works Congress & Exposition Awards Ceremony in Toronto, Ontario, Canada during 
August 17-20, 2014. 
 
The Tongva Park and Ken Genser Square Project is the culmination of a vision conceived 20 years ago in the City 
of Santa Monica Civic Center Plan of 1993.  In June 2010, the community engagement and design processes 
began and construction started in April 2012 on Tongva Park, a six-acre in-fill development connecting City Hall 
to the iconic Santa Monica pier, and Ken Genser Square, which  is a one-acre site directly in front of Santa 
Monica City Hall. Streetscape improvements and pedestrian and bicycle paths connect these new open spaces 
to the community. These civic parks are unique because of the intensive community participation process 
conducted to help create a modern design referencing historical precedents, the sustainable use of a native 
plant habitat that changes color with the seasons and by the utilization of a design-build process to construct 
the many amazing and unique park elements. 
 
The project design is an interpretation of the idea of the arroyo, a landform that existed in Santa Monica 
historically and is part of the natural topography of the region. Inspired by the historic arroyo landscape of 
washes and ravines, a series of braided pathways emerge from City Hall, extend west to Ocean Avenue and 
weave the two new parks into the fabric of the city. These fluid pathways connect City Hall to the adjacent the 
pier and the beach.The parks were completed in July 2013 at a cost of $42.3 million, $7 million under budget. 
 
For more information on the APWA 2014 Projects of the Year, please contact APWA Media 
Relations/Communications Manager, Laura Bynum, lbynum@apwa.net, or call 202.218.6736. 
 
    About APWA 
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization   of more 
than 28,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by   promoting professional 
excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange  of knowledge. APWA is 
headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and 63 chapters in North America.   
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