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Brookline’s Lower Beacon Street Sewer Separation  
Named APWA 2014 Public Works Project of the Year  

 

KANSAS CITY, MO. – Brookline’s Lower Beacon Street Sewer Separation Project was recently named a 2014 

Public Works Project of the Year by the American Public Works Association (APWA) The APWA Public Works 
Projects of the Year awards are presented annually to promote excellence in the management and 
administration of public works projects, recognizing the alliance between the managing agency, contractor, 
consultant and their cooperative achievements. This year, APWA selected projects in five categories in the 
Disaster/Emergency, Environment, Historical Restoration, Structures, and Transportation. For 2014, the team of 
winners includes the Town of Brookline, Mass., Department of Public Works as the managing agency; P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc, as the primary contractor; and BETA Group, Inc. as the primary consultant, will be 
presented with the award during APWA’s 2014 International Public Works Congress & Exposition Awards 
Ceremony in Toronto, Ontario, Canada during August 17-20, 2014. 
 
The Town of Brookline Lower Beacon Street Sewer Separation Project was awarded in the Environment 
category at a cost between $5 - $25 million. Brookline takes pride in its cultural and historic past, not to mention 
its narrow tree-lined streets and bordering picturesque brownstone residences. Its public transportation 
system, local commerce, and recreational facilities are well established and flourishing. The community also 
embraces its place as one of the few towns located along the route of the Boston Marathon, and its close 
proximity to numerous colleges and universities, Fenway Park and the Charles River. 
 
The Charles River, unfortunately, does not have the best reputation relative to water quality. Similar to many 
rivers and streams in the U.S., sewage, industrial wastewater and undesirable elements of urban runoff have 
historically flowed freely into the Charles River from surrounding communities resulting in high levels of 
pollutants. Industrial practices have changed over the years and efforts to clean up the river and Boston 
Harbor, to which the Charles River is tributary, have become a priority for local, state and federal regulators. 
 
The Town of Brookline, their consulting engineer, BETA Group, Inc., and P. Gioioso & Sons, Inc. as the general 
contractor, joined forces with the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (MWRA) to plan, design, and 
construct the largest public works project ever commissioned by Brookline. The $23 million project addressed 
sewer separation in the Lower Beacon Street combined sewer area. 
 
The goal of the Lower Beacon Street Sewer Separation Project was the improvement of water quality and 
protection of designated uses in the Charles River and Boston Harbor by controlling combined sewer 
overflows (CSOs) in compliance with the MWRA’s Long-Term CSO Control Plan (LTCP) mandated by the 
Federal District Court Order, the Boston Harbor Case (D. Mass. C. A. No. 85-0489). Implementation of this 
project was governed by milestones set forth in the Federal District Court Order’s compliance schedule (the 
“court schedule”) in the Boston Harbor Case. 
 
With the successful completion of this project, significant volumes of stormwater were removed from the 
Brookline and MWRA sewer systems. As a result, CSO discharges to the Charles River have been significantly 
reduced, resulting in dramatically improved water quality for a valuable natural resource. As an added benefit, 
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the residents of Brookline will also gain the economic savings of having user charge fees that realistically 
reflect a separated sanitary sewer system in lieu of the more costly combined system of years past. 
 
Technically, this project represents the successful execution of a complex public works undertaking involving 
the design and construction of large diameter pipe in a highly urbanized and congested setting, encountering 
extensive existing utilities, unfavorable soils and groundwater conditions. Combined with these complexities, 
the work was successfully completed while maintaining a wide range of existing combined flows, routinely 
managing heavy traffic volumes through primary commuting corridors, protecting and preserving the 
operation of the mass‐transit rails along Beacon Street and Commonwealth Avenue, and actively moderating 
impacts to surrounding neighborhoods. 
 
For more information on the APWA 2014 Projects of the Year, please contact APWA Media Relations and 
Communications Manager, Laura Bynum, lbynum@apwa.net, or call 202.218.6736. 
 
   
 
  About APWA 
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization   of more 
than 28,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by   promoting professional 
excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange  of knowledge. APWA is 
headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and 63 chapters in North America.   
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