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Phoenix’ Sonoran Boulevard Project Named APWA 2014 Public Works Project of the Year 
 

KANSAS CITY, MO. – Phoenix’ Sonoran Boulevard Project was recently named a 2014 Public Works Project of 

the Year by the American Public Works Association (APWA). The APWA Public Works Projects of the Year 
awards are presented annually to promote excellence in the management and administration of public works 
projects, recognizing the alliance between the managing agency, contractor, consultant and their cooperative 
achievements.  APWA selected projects in five categories: Disaster/Emergency, Environment, Historical 
Restoration, Structures and Transportation. This year, the team of winners includes the City of Phoenix, 
Arizona as the managing agency; Haydon Building Corporation as the primary contractor; and Premier 
Engineering Corporation as the primary consultant. These organizations will be presented with the award 
during APWA’s 2014 International Public Works Congress & Exposition Awards Ceremony in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada during August 17-20, 2014. 
 
The Sonoran Boulevard Project is being honored in the Transportation category costing between $25 million–
$75 million. The recently completed Sonoran Boulevard consists of 6.86 miles of new roadway constructed 
across portions of Arizona state land and within the City of Phoenix Sonoran Park Preserve. It was designed in 
three segments: Sonoran Boulevard West: 23rd Avenue to 10th Street; Sonoran Boulevard Central: 10th Street 
to 26th Street; and Sonoran Boulevard East: 26th Street to Cave Creek Road. It was designed as an arterial 
street with various cross sections utilized throughout the length of the project. The roadway project was 
constructed within a 150-foot wide right-of-way, consisting of one 12-foot lane in each direction, eight-foot 
paved shoulders, and median to handle two-way traffic, along the ultimate design’s westbound alignment of 
the future divided roadway’s ultimate design. 
 
The Sonoran Boulevard project for the city presented many challenges. It was a complex $60 million project 
with a $45 million budget, and was to be built in phases, which would render it a virtually useless,  until it was 
built to the ultimate configuration several years later. It involved pristine, undeveloped desert and preserve 
land and was a distance away from existing infrastructure, which made getting water and large equipment to 
the site difficult. Residents of new communities on one end of the proposed roadway initially fought the 
project, even though it had been planned since the 1980s. 
 
The teamwork between the consultants, contractor (including subcontractors) and the city resulted in a 
beautiful, functional roadway with undisturbed desert on all sides, beautiful pedestrian bridges, artwork that 
makes the concrete barriers seem to seamlessly blend with the surrounding beauty, and a complete 6.86-mile 
multi-purpose roadway that begins to fulfill the plan to link North Phoenix to two major highways, I-10 and SR 
101L. The majority of the residents that initially opposed the project turned around and campaigned for it to be 
built. The City has received many positive comments from users of the multimodal roadway and is very 
pleased. 
 
For more information on the APWA 2014 Projects of the Year, please contact APWA Media 
Relations/Communications Manager, Laura Bynum, lbynum@apwa.net, or call 202.218.6736. 
 
 
 

mailto:lbynum@apwa.net


    Page 
2 of 2 

    About APWA 
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization   of more 
than 28,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by   promoting professional 
excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange  of knowledge. APWA is 
headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and 63 chapters in North America.   
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