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Gainesville’s Depot Avenue Rail-Trail Pedestrian Bridge Project Named  
APWA 2014 Public Works Project of the Year 

 

KANSAS CITY, MO. – Gainesville’s Depot Avenue Rail-Trail Pedestrian Bridge project was recently named a 

2014 Public Works Project of the Year by the American Public Works Association (APWA).  The APWA Public 
Works Projects of the Year awards are presented annually to promote excellence in the management and 
administration of public works projects, recognizing the alliance between the managing agency, contractor, 
consultant and their cooperative achievements.  APWA selected projects in five categories including: 
Disaster/Emergency, Environment, Historical Restoration, Structures and Transportation. This year, the team of 
winners includes the Gainesville Community Redevelopment Agency (GCRA) as the managing agency; Oelrich 
Construction, Inc. as the primary contractor; and RS&H as the primary consultant. These organizations will be 
presented with the award during APWA’s 2014 International Public Works Congress & Exposition Awards 
Ceremony in Toronto, Ontario, Canada during August 17-20, 2014. 
 
The Depot Avenue Rail-Trail Pedestrian Bridge project is being honored in the Structures category costing less 
than $5 million. In 2009, reinvention of the Depot Avenue Rail-Trail Pedestrian Bridge into a more functional 
and iconic gateway feature was needed. The GCRA outlined several themes that were desired in the artistic 
redesign, including paying homage to the city’s history as a railroad epicenter, reflecting current trends in the 
innovation economy, and showcasing the city’s commitment to sustainability. Before and during World War II, 
Gainesville was a thriving railroad hub.  
 
Designers worked to incorporate the aesthetic preferences of the community while being mindful of the 
complex interconnectivity of the area. Early in the design process, RS&H collaborated with an artist to cast an 
artistic vision for the overall project and explore various ways to express GCRA’s vision. The design process 
itself was a significant undertaking that utilized advanced 3D imagery and computer models to examine 
alternatives. Designers continuously employed computer models to analyze structures, evaluate grading and 
drainage, and even calculate shadows. Landscaped terraces beneath the bridge create an urban garden that is 
visibly attractive and also filters pollution, recharges groundwater, improves water quality, reduces erosion 
and runoff, and improves water health downstream. 
 
Community leaders and residents in Gainesville were dissatisfied with the old railroad bridge south of 
downtown, but now the new design reflects the history of the city while looking forward to a bright future. 
 
For more information on the APWA 2014 Projects of the Year, please contact APWA Media 
Relations/Communications Manager, Laura Bynum, lbynum@apwa.net, or call 202.218.6736. 
 
    About APWA 
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization   of more 
than 28,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by   promoting professional 
excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange  of knowledge. APWA is 
headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and 63 chapters in North America.   
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