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River Falls’ Cascade Avenue Reconstuction Project Named APWA 2014 Project of the Year 
 
KANSAS CITY, MO. – River Falls’ Cascade Avenue Reconstruction Project Project was recently named a 2014 

Public Works Project of the Year by the American Public Works Association (APWA). The APWA Public Works 
Projects of the Year awards are presented annually to promote excellence in the management and 
administration of public works projects, recognizing the alliance between the managing agency, contractor, 
consultant and their cooperative achievements. This year, the Cascade Avenue Reconstruction Project team of 
winners includes the City of River Falls, Wisconsin as the managing agency; Haas Sons, Inc. as the primary 
contractor; and Short Elliott Hendrickson, Inc. as the primary consultant, who will all be presented with the 
award during APWA’s 2014 International Public Works Congress & Exposition Awards Ceremony in Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada during August 17-20, 2014. 
 
APWA selected Projects of the Year in five categories: Disaster/Emergency, Environment, Historical 
Restoration, Structures and Transportation, and the Cascade Avenue Reconstruction Project was awarded as 
the APWA Project of the Year in the Transportation category at a cost less than $5 million. Cascade Avenue was 
a public works infrastructure corridor that was past the time for reconstruction. Its deteriorating pavement 
carried 13,000 vehicles a day, an undersized four-inch-diameter water main served portions of the University of 
Wisconsin-River Falls (UW-RF), and its street lighting was kept working by stringing temporary overhead wires 
between streetlights due to failed underground wiring.  
 
Little wonder that the 70-year-old failed concrete road had simply been overlaid with asphalt time after time. 
Instead, leaders from the City of River Falls, UW-RF and the Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
(WisDOT), embarked on a combined effort to identify and address problems and concerns associated with the 
old roadway configuration and develop plans for a new roadway that would better suit the wide range of 
stakeholders it served. 
 
Although the Cascade Avenue Reconstruction Project was first identified in the City’s Capital Improvement 
Program in 2000, the project began in earnest in 2007 with three well-attended public involvement meetings at 
which stakeholders were able to share perspectives and concerns with each other. Nearly everyone agreed 
that Cascade Avenue needed to be reconstructed, and most agreed that it should not be reconstructed in its 
current configuration. Multiple, often conflicting issues, numerous suggested solutions, and endless opinions 
amounted to what seemed like a daunting task for the engineers managing the project. 
 
In all, over 125 different people attended one or more of seven public meetings that helped shape the vision for 
Cascade Avenue. From these meetings, a concept for Cascade Avenue was developed that attempted to 
address the obvious problems and concerns, as well as incorporate suggested solutions that were consistent 
with the goals and objectives expressed by stakeholders. 
 
Since completion, the project has received continuous praise and recognition as an outstanding example of 
public works engineering excellence. The project successfully blends a reconstructed street into its 
environment and significantly enhances safety, all while achieving unparalleled support from stakeholders 
through a rigorous and well-conceived public involvement process. At the ribbon-cutting ceremony, officials 
from the UW Board of Regents, UW-RF Chancellor’s office, WisDOT directors, state and local elected officials, 
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citizens, and student groups all praised the project: “an amazing change,” “the most beautiful front door to 
any campus,” “Considering the goals, the design hit the nail on the head,” and “a process and design that 
should be followed more often.” 
 
The project also successfully improved public safety, renewed infrastructure, enhanced pedestrian and bike 
access, and improved aesthetic appeal in the community. The final project was completed ahead of schedule 
and under budget, and used an engineering project development process that has drawn as much praise as the 
project itself.  
 
For more information on the APWA 2014 Projects of the Year, contact APWA Media Relations/Communications 
Manager, Laura Bynum, lbynum@apwa.net, or call 202.218.6736. 
 
 
   About APWA 
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization   of more 
than 28,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by   promoting professional 
excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange  of knowledge. APWA is 
headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and 63 chapters in North America.   
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