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Town of Wellfleet’s Enhancing Embayment Water Quality Project  
Named APWA 2014 Public Works Project of the Year  

 

KANSAS CITY, MO. – The Town of Wellfleet’s Enhancing Embayment Water Quality Project was recently 

named a 2014 Public Works Project of the Year by the American Public Works Association (APWA). The project 
is being honored APWA’s Project of the Year award: Small Cities/Rural Communities – Environment category. 
This award honors agencies representing cities and communities with a population of 75,000 or less. The SC/RC 
Project of the Year Award was established to promote excellence in demonstrating creativity, ingenuity and 
efficiency in the delivery of public works projects that have a profound impact on the community. For 2014, the  
team of winners includes the Town of Wellfleet, MA as the managing agency; Comprehensive Wastewater 
Management Planning Committee, as the primary contractor; and Environmental Partners Group, Inc. as the 
primary consultant, will be presented with the award during APWA’s 2014 International Public Works Congress 
& Exposition Awards Ceremony in Toronto, Ontario, Canada during August 17-20, 2014. 
 
The APWA Public Works Projects of the Year awards are presented annually to promote excellence in the 
management and administration of public works projects, recognizing the alliance between the managing 
agency, contractor, consultant and their cooperative achievements. This year, APWA selected projects in four 
categories in the Small Cities/Rural Communities area: Environment, Historical Restoration, Structures, and 
Transportation. 
 
In addition to improving water quality in the Wellfleet Harbor and watershed, this project established the first 
Massachusetts oyster sanctuary reef and constructed a subsurface of stormwater controls for the town of 
Wellfleet. The water quality enhancement program significantly improved water quality in Duck Creek, which 
flows beneath the Town’s iconic and historic “Uncle Tim’s Bridge” and out into Wellfleet Harbor. Duck Creek is 
a prominent feature of Wellfleet’s environment, and the stormwater controls along Commercial Street now 
intercept most of the untreated runoff from the Central District. 
 
This sustainable, “natural systems” approach to water quality enhancement, with its millions of new oysters, is 
filtering suspended solids and restoring nutrient balance in Wellfleet Harbor. The oysters and stormwater 
system help clarify the harbor water for possible return of eelgrass and reduce harmful algal blooms a 
widespread concern in Cape Cod estuaries. The results of the water quality monitoring in Wellfleet Harbor 
during the pilot program were extremely successful, and indicated that the town to could expand its “natural 
systems” approach and meet its clean water act and Massachusetts Estuary Project goals at a greatly reduced 
cost. For example, full-scale development of this project has eliminated the need to build land-based 
infrastructure in the same area that would have cost an estimated $60 million to build and as much to maintain 
over its active lifespan for less than 1/50th the cost, along with immediate water quality and economic benefits. 

 
For more information on the APWA 2014 Projects of the Year, please contact APWA Media Relations and 
Communications Manager, Laura Bynum, lbynum@apwa.net, or call 202.218.6736. 
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  About APWA 
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization   of more 
than 28,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by   promoting professional 
excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange  of knowledge. APWA is 
headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and 63 chapters in North America.   
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