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Corning’s Rehabilitation of the Centerway Arch Bridge Project  
Named to APWA 2014 National Public Works Projects of the Year 

 
KANSAS CITY, MO. – The Rehabilitation of the Centerway Arch Bridge Project, in the City of Corning, 
New York, was recently named a 2014 Public Works Project of the Year by the American Public Works 
Association (APWA).  As the managing agency, the City of Corning; and primary contractor C.P.Ward, 
Inc.; as well as Fisher Associates PE, LS, LA, PC, as the primary consultant; will all be presented with 
the national Project of the Year Award at the Awards Ceremony during APWA’s 2014 International 
Public Works Congress & Exposition Awards Ceremony in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, during August 
17–20, 2014. 
 
The APWA Public Works Projects of the Year awards are presented annually to promote excellence in 
the management and administration of public works projects, recognizing the alliance between the 
managing agency, contractor, consultant and their cooperative achievements. This year, APWA 
selected projects in five categories: Disaster/Emergency, Environment, Historical Restoration, 
Structures and Transportation. 

 
The Centerway Arch Bridge was awarded the APWA Public Works Project of the Year Award in the 
Historical Restoration/Preservation category less than $5 million. The bridge was originally 
constructed in 1922 as a 40-foot-wide, seven-span, 710-foot-long, reinforced concrete-filled arch 
bridge, and was showing signs of significant deterioration. It served as a pedestrian and vehicular 
crossing of the Chemung River until 1989 when a modern, steel multi-girder structure was 
constructed adjacent to the Centerway Arch Bridge, built with the intent to demolish the 
deteriorated arch bridge.  
 
Plans for demolition of the existing  bridge wereabandoned as a result of the community’s outcry to 
preserve it as an important resource to the heritage of the City of Corning, and a historic resource - 
since the bridge was deemed eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. The City 
of Corning assumed ownership from the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) 
and it was transformed for pedestrians, bicycles and other non-motorized recreational uses 
connecting the Corning Museum of Glass on the city’s north side and the Historic Market Street 
District on the city’s south side. 
 
In a unique partnership among the City of Corning, Corning Incorporated, the Corning Intown District 
Management Association (CIDMA) better known as Corning's Gaffer District, and the NYSDOT, the 
funding was acquired to preserve the structure for use as a pedestrian/bicycle crossing, as well as 
enhance it to serve as a linear park and unique green link across the Chemung River. An in-depth field 
evaluation was performed to determine the existing condition of the bridge and the repairs 
necessary to preserve this structure for a minimum of 25 years, which also included a service life 
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assessment and cost and constructability evaluations of several restoration/rehabilitation 
alternatives. The field evaluation included impact-echo, acoustic sounding, concrete coring and 
laboratory testing for petrography and chloride-ion content, ground penetrating radar (GPR) and 
Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) scanning of the entire structure. 
 
Ultimately, the rehabilitation of the bridge included the repair of the piers and abutments, 
preservation and strengthening of the arches through installation of epoxy reinforcement pins, 
reconstruction of the spandrel walls, replacement of the barrier, installation of a new drainage 
system, replacement of the light fixtures and design and installation of park-like landscaping and 
amenities. The design process included extensive coordination with the State Historic Preservation 
Office (SHPO) to ensure that all of the elements were in line with the historic value of the structure. 
 
For more information on the APWA 2014 Projects of the Year, contact APWA Media 
Relations/Communications Manager, Laura Bynum, lbynum@apwa.net, or call 202.218.6736. 
 
About APWA 
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization   
of more than 28,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by  
 promoting professional excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the 
exchange  of knowledge. APWA is headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, 
D.C. and 63 chapters in North America.   
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