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Cedar Rapids’ Paramount Theatre Restoration Project Named to 

APWA 2014 Public Works Projects of the Year 
 
KANSAS CITY, MO. – Cedar Rapids’ Paramount Theatre Restoration Project was recently named a 
2014 Public Works Project of the Year by the American Public Works Association (APWA).  The City of 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, as the managing agency; Ryan Companies as  the  construction manager; and 
OPN, Inc., as the primary consultant; will all be presented with the national Project of the Year award 
during the APWA  2014 International Public Works Congress & Exposition Awards Ceremony in 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada during August 17-20, 2014. 
 
The APWA Public Works Projects of the Year awards are presented annually to promote excellence in 
the management and administration of public works projects, recognizing the alliance between the 
managing agency, contractor, consultant and their cooperative achievements. This year, APWA 
selected projects in five categories: Disaster/Emergency, Environment, Historical Restoration, 
Structures and Transportation. 

 
Awarded in the Disaster/Emergency Construction Repair category at a cost between $25 - $75 million, 
the Paramount Theatre Restoration Project successfully rehabilitated one of Cedar Rapids’ most 
cherished attractions.  After flooding in June 2008 led to the devastation of much of downtown 
Cedar Rapids, the Paramount Theatre and its future were in doubt.  Located in the heart of Cedar 
Rapids’ cultural and entertainment district, it had suffered an estimated $16 million in damage. 
However, the City of Cedar Rapids recognized the theatre for its historical importance and central 
place in the city’s cultural life, so plans were made to rehabilitate this nationally recognized 
landmark. 
 
There were two major components of the restoration work. The first included renovating the non-
historic parts of the building and adding on to the stage, to allow for the needs of Broadway shows. 
The second segment of the project involved historic renovation, and multiple separate contractors 
labored together to repair, renovate, and enhance the historic part of the building.  Remediation and 
construction activities lasted for three and a half years, in which damaged plaster was repaired and 
replaced throughout the theatre, and paint was restored to appear as it did when the theatre 
opened in 1928. The Wurlitzer Organ console was also completely restored with the help of an organ 
originally constructed for a New York theatre. 
 
On November 3, 2012, the Paramount Theatre held its grand re-opening, solidifying its place in 
downtown Cedar Rapids. It was a true celebration for the City of Cedar Rapids, marking one of the 
most remarkable and most significant come-backs from the flood of 2008. 
 

mailto:lbynum@apwa.net


    Page 
2 of 2 

For more information on the APWA 2014 Projects of the Year, please contact APWA Media 
Relations/Communications Manager, Laura Bynum, lbynum@apwa.net, or call 202.218.6736. 
 
 
   About APWA 
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization   
of more than 28,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by  
 promoting professional excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the 
exchange  of knowledge. APWA is headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, 
D.C. and 63 chapters in North America.   
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