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 Caltrans Tom Lantos Tunnels Project Named APWA 2014 Public Works Project of the Year 
 

KANSAS CITY, MO. – The CalTrans Tom Lantos Tunnels Project was recently named a 2014 Public Works 

Project of the Year by the American Public Works Association (APWA). The APWA Public Works Projects of the 
Year awards are presented annually to promote excellence in the management and administration of public 
works projects, recognizing the alliance between the managing agency, contractor, consultant and their 
cooperative achievements.  APWA selected projects in five categories: Disaster/Emergency, Environment, 
Historical Restoration, Structures and Transportation. This year, the team of winners includes the Caltrans, as 
the managing agency; Kiewit Underground District, as the primary contractor; and HNTB Corporation, as the 
primary consultant. These organizations will be presented with the award during APWA’s 2014 International 
Public Works Congress & Exposition Awards Ceremony in Toronto, Ontario, Canada during August 17-20, 2014. 
 
The Caltrans Tom Lantos Tunnels Project is being honored in the Transportation category costing greater than 
$75 million, and is located along the California coast between Pacifica and Half Moon Bay, west of the San 
Francisco Bay Area in a region with steep and unstable geological formations. The project replaces the 
infamous coastal stretch of California’s State Highway 1, known as Devil’s Slide, which hugged the coastline for 
much of the distance between the two towns and had a long history of closure due to recurring rockslides. 
After years of studies, Caltrans decided to bypass the Devil’s Slide with two inland tunnels, providing a safe, 
dependable highway between the two towns. 
 
The twin tunnels rest in one of the most complex geological settings in California. The alignment proceeds 
south from Pacifica, departs from existing State Route 1 along a seven percent uphill grade, crosses a valley at 
Shamrock Ranch, passes through a small ravine, enters the horseshoe-shaped tunnels 650 feet below San 
Pedro Mountain and exits the tunnels just south of the Devil’s Slide area where it rejoins SR 1. 
 
The tunnels were constructed beneath San Pedro Mountain using the New Austrian Tunneling Method 
(NATM), a method determined to be the most viable because of its ability to adjust to the site’s changing 
ground conditions. They are the first highway tunnels built in California using NATM. Construction began in 
2007 and the tunnels opened to traffic on March 26, 2013, when they were officially named the Tom Lantos 
Tunnels, in honor of the late U.S. senator who secured emergency federal funding for the project. Marking the 
first highway tunnels constructed in California since 1964, the twin tunnels are 9 meters wide by 6.8 meters 
high and 1.3 kilometers long. The tunnels establish a safe, permanent connection between Pacifica and Half 
Moon Bay and advance the tunneling industry in California. Because they lie along the active San Andreas Fault 
and four inactive fault lines, the twin tunnels had to withstand a 7.5 to 8.0 magnitude earthquake. Some 
European agencies were so impressed with Caltrans’ seismic criteria they adopted it for future tunnels. 
 
For more information on the APWA 2014 Projects of the Year, please contact APWA Media 
Relations/Communications Manager, Laura Bynum, lbynum@apwa.net, or call 202.218.6736. 
 
    About APWA 
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization   of more 
than 28,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by   promoting professional 
excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange  of knowledge. APWA is 
headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and 63 chapters in North America.   
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