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Bloomington’s Diverging Diamond Interstate Project Named  
APWA 2014 Public Works Project of the Year 

 

KANSAS CITY, MO. – Bloomington’s Diverging Diamond Interstate Project was recently named a 2014 Public 

Works Project of the Year by the American Public Works Association (APWA). The APWA Public Works Projects 
of the Year awards are presented annually to promote excellence in the management and administration of 
public works projects, recognizing the alliance between the managing agency, contractor, consultant and their 
cooperative achievements.  APWA selected projects in five categories: Disaster/Emergency, Environment, 
Historical Restoration, Structures and Transportation. This year, the team of winners includes the Metropolitan 
Airports Commission as the managing agency; CS McCrossan as the primary contractor; and Kimley-Horn and 
Associates, Inc. as the primary consultant. These organizations will be presented with the award during 
APWA’s 2014 International Public Works Congress & Exposition Awards Ceremony in Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
during August 17-20, 2014. 
 
The Diverging Diamond Interstate project is being honored in the Transportation category costing between $5 
million–$25 million. The Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) was constructed at the intersection of I-494 and 
34th Avenue South in Bloomington, Minnesota, becoming the third DDI in the state. Making it unique, this 
intersection is the only one of its kind with Light Rail Transit (LRT) running through it. This added to both the 
project complexity and extreme safety concerns. Ultimately, the project set precedence for design of a cost-
effective, multimodal interchange on a tight schedule while maintaining traffic. 
 
This project not only included traditional roadway improvements associated with an interchange, but also 
nontraditional improvements, such as the modification of three traffic signal and roadway lighting systems for 
three different interchanges. The existing signals were in poor condition due to age and several prior 
modification projects, including the LRT interface. The decision was made to keep the existing signal system 
operational throughout the first four phases of construction, adding challenges for the contractor. In addition, 
LRT design experience was required to extend roadway track crossings, modifications to the negative return 
bonds, OCS pole relocations within the DDI crossover intersection, and electrical distribution modifications. 
 
The interchange project was a joint effort between the City of Bloomington, Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., 
the Minnesota Department of Transportation, and the Metropolitan Airports Commission. Construction was 
divided into five phases (one for each of the four ramps and one for 34th Avenue) and was completed in a 
single construction season of only four months. 
 
For more information on the APWA 2014 Projects of the Year, please contact APWA Media 
Relations/Communications Manager, Laura Bynum, lbynum@apwa.net, or call 202.218.6736. 
 
    About APWA 
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization   of more 
than 28,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by   promoting professional 
excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange  of knowledge. APWA is 
headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and 63 chapters in North America.   

mailto:lbynum@apwa.net
http://www.apwa.net/


    Page 
2 of 2 

### 


