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San Bruno’s Crestmoor Neighborhood Reconstruction Project Named  
APWA 2014 Public Works Project of the Year 

 

KANSAS CITY, MO. – San Bruno’s Crestmoor Neighborhood Reconstruction Project was recently named a 

2014 Public Works Project of the Year by the American Public Works Association (APWA). The project is being 
honored APWA’s Project of the Year award: Small Cities/Rural Communities – Disaster or Emergency 
Construction Repair category. This award honors agencies representing cities and communities with a 
population of 75,000 or less. The SC/RC Project of the Year Award was established to promote excellence in 
demonstrating creativity, ingenuity and efficiency in the delivery of public works projects that have a profound 
impact on the community. This year, the team of winners includes the City of San Bruno Public Services 
Department, as the managing agency; Trinet Construction Co., Casey Construction, and Shaw Pipeline Inc., as 
the primary contractors; and BKF Engineers., as the primary consultant. These organizations will be presented 
with the award during APWA’s 2014 International Public Works Congress & Exposition Awards Ceremony in 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada during August 17-20, 2014. 
 
The APWA Public Works Projects of the Year awards are presented annually to promote excellence in the 
management and administration of public works projects, recognizing the alliance between the managing 
agency, contractor, consultant and their cooperative achievements. This year, APWA selected projects in four 
categories in the Small Cities/Rural Communities area: Environment, Historical Restoration, Structures, and 
Transportation. 
 
The City of San Bruno demonstrated true commitment by rebuilding the Crestmoor neighborhood that was 
impacted by a gas main explosion and major fire. On September 9, 2010, a 30-inch transmission gas main 
exploded in the Crestmoor area, and then erupted into a major fire that impacted many homes. The explosion 
and fire destroyed 38 homes, damaged another 17, and tragically resulted in eight fatalities. In addition, much 
of the city’s infrastructure in the neighborhood suffered severe damage. The city orchestrated the demolition 
and removal of fire damaged infrastructure, houses, and abandoned vehicles, and also was responsible for 
restoration and erosion control of adjacent private properties/lots for winterization and replanting in the 
Crestmoor Canyon area. The city also organized the reconstruction of major retaining walls adjacent to 
Crestmoor Canyon on both public and private property, and restoration of water, sewer and other public 
utilities. 
 
As portions of the city’s infrastructure within the Crestmoor neighborhood suffered damage from the pipeline 
explosion and fire, city staff performed detailed analysis of the extent of the damage and provided 
recommendations for reconstruction to the City Council. The City of San Bruno selected BKF Engineers to help 
them plan and proceed with the design and construction of the infrastructure repairs and replacement. 
 
BKF Engineers designed the necessary infrastructure repairs and improvements for the project, which was 
designed in phases to minimize disruptions and impacts to residents. The main phases were completed by 
December 2012, allowing the community to go back to its functioning normality. 
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For more information on the APWA 2014 Projects of the Year, please contact APWA Media 
Relations/Communications Manager, Laura Bynum, lbynum@apwa.net, or call 202.218.6736. 
 
    About APWA 
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization   of more 
than 28,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by   promoting professional 
excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange  of knowledge. APWA is 
headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and 63 chapters in North America.   
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