
    Page 
1 of 3 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:     
July 2, 2014 
 
CONTACT: Laura Bynum 
APWA Media Relations/Communications Manager 
(202) 218-6736 
lbynum@apwa.net 

 
Flagstaff’s Inner Basin Water Supply Pipeline Reconstruction  

Named to APWA 2014 National Public Works Projects of the Year 
 
KANSAS CITY, MO. – The Inner Basin Water Supply Pipeline Reconstruction project in Flagstaff, AZ. 
was recently named a 2014 Public Works Project of the Year by the American Public Works 
Association (APWA).  The City of Flagstaff, as the managing agency; and Hunter Contracting Co., as 
the primary contractor; as well as the Jacobs Engineering Group, Inc., as the primary consultant; will 
all be presented with the national Project of the Year Award at the Awards Ceremony during APWA’s 
2014 International Public Works Congress & Exposition Awards Ceremony in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada, during August 17–20, 2014. 
 
The APWA Public Works Projects of the Year awards are presented annually to promote excellence in 
the management and administration of public works projects, recognizing the alliance between the 
managing agency, contractor, consultant and their cooperative achievements. This year, APWA 
selected projects in five categories: Disaster/Emergency, Environment, Historical Restoration, 
Structures and Transportation. 

 
Awarded as the APWA Project of the Year in the Disaster/ Emergency Construction Repair category 
at a cost less than $5 million, the reconstruction project focused on the Inner Basin Water Supply 
Pipeline that provides water from a number of springs in the Inner Basin of the San Francisco Peaks 
to deliver water through gravity flow to Flagstaff’s public works facilities. Without water from the 
Inner Basin Pipeline, the city is primarily dependent on the Lake Mary Reservoir, which requires 
higher costs for water delivery and a limited supply. This project involved repair of the water pipeline 
and Waterline Road in order to ensure continued adequate water supplies for the City of Flagstaff. 
 
After the 2010 Schultz Fire, monsoon storms caused substantial damage to Waterline Road and the 
existing drinking water pipeline. Although initial emergency repairs were made to the Waterline 
Road in the immediate aftermath of the wildfire, these repairs were washed out during summer 
monsoon events. Waterline Road was damaged or rendered impassable in at least 28 locations, the 
pipeline was exposed in 17 locations, and severed in one. Part of the damage to the pipeline was 
within the Kachina Peaks Wilderness Area and had to be relocated. 
 
In July, 2010, Arizona’s Governor Brewer declared a State of Emergency for the Schultz Post-Fire 
Flood Emergency and requested federal assistance. In October, 2010, President Obama issued a 
major disaster declaration for the state of Arizona that opened up federal and state funds through 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and Arizona Department of Emergency 
Management (ADEM) to help repair the disaster area and mitigate future concerns. The project was 
considered eligible for federal funds under FEMA-1940-DR and was managed by ADEM. 
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The repair of Waterline Road and the pipeline from the Inner Basin split into two projects—
reconstruction and relocation. The relocation project involved re-routing a portion of the pipeline 
that was located within the Kachina Peaks Wilderness Area with a new pipeline. The reconstruction 
project involved the repair of the pipeline and drainage crossings where damage occurred to the 
pipeline along Waterline Road. 
 
Multiple issues were considered during the reconstruction design selection process to repair the 
washed-out drainage crossings. Concepts such as building bridges and installing culverts were not 
selected due to the potential for clogging with subsequent debris flows. The final design philosophy 
selected allowed any water or debris to flow over the top of the road, thereby protecting the 
encased pipeline at each crossing with rock-filled gabion baskets and concrete-covered roadway. The 
project partners also worked together to determine the proper level of runoff protection for the 
design, resulting in the final roadway design for the drainage crossings for a 50-year storm event.  
 
For more information on the APWA 2014 Projects of the Year, contact APWA Media 
Relations/Communications Manager, Laura Bynum, lbynum@apwa.net, or call 202.218.6736. 
 
 
   About APWA 
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization   
of more than 28,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by  
 promoting professional excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the 
exchange  of knowledge. APWA is headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, 
D.C. and 63 chapters in North America.   
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