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Madison Central Public Library Project Named APWA 2014 Public Works Project of the Year 
 

KANSAS CITY, MO. – Madison’s Central Public Library Project was recently named a 2014 Public Works Project 

of the Year by the American Public Works Association (APWA). The APWA Public Works Projects of the Year 
awards are presented annually to promote excellence in the management and administration of public works 
projects, recognizing the alliance between the managing agency, contractor, consultant and their cooperative 
achievements.  APWA selected projects in five categories: Disaster/Emergency, Environment, Historical 
Restoration, Structures and Transportation. The Madison Central Library Project is being honored in the 
Structures category at a cost of $25- $75 million. This year, the team of winners including the Madison 
Department of Public as the managing agency; J.H. Findorff & Son, Inc. as the primary contractor; and Meyer, 
Scherer, Rockcastle, Ltd. as the primary consultant, will all be presented with the award during APWA’s 2014 
International Public Works Congress & Exposition Awards Ceremony in Toronto, Ontario, Canada during 
August 17-20, 2014. 
 
In the summer of 2010 the City of Madison Common Council authorized “professional architectural and 
engineering design services for the complete renovation, exterior improvements, and possible expansion of 
the Madison Central Public Library.” After three years of significant efforts by the City of Madison, the Madison 
Public Library, public employees, volunteers, business groups, community stakeholder groups, architects, 
engineers, private donors, contractors and many others, the Central Library reopened its doors to a completely 
redefined structure and facility. 
 
Following an extensive 95,000-square-foot renovation and 25,000-square-foot addition, the Madison Central 
Library’s 45-year-old building now feels entirely new. A three-story atrium encloses a formerly open entrance 
courtyard and houses the main entry, circulation stairs and elevators, day-lit reading lounges, and a third-floor 
commons that can be rented for private events after hours. The added partial third floor also includes an art 
gallery, public meeting rooms, and private administrative offices, as well as an outdoor terrace that overlooks a 
new green roof. The remainder of the third floor area offers the opportunity for future expansion, as the 
community grows. This modern library offers amenities ranging from dedicated spaces for children and teens, 
lots of options for private study and group meetings, a coffee shop, and newer concepts including a making 
space and a high-tech media lab. 
 
In compliance with a 2008 City of Madison Common Council resolution the new Central Library meets 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED©) requirements and is targeted for a LEED© Gold rating. 
The new library is now in operation, and the public has quickly taken advantage of the new facilities offerings. 
There have been well over 100,000 visitors in the first three months of operation and the library has recent 
hosted events such as the Wisconsin Book Festival, “Stacked” (a building-wide art event), and the 
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency’s recognition of local Madison businesses’ carbon 
reduction program efforts. 
 
For more information on the APWA 2014 Projects of the Year, please contact APWA Media 
Relations/Communications Manager, Laura Bynum, lbynum@apwa.net, or call 202.218.6736. 
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 About APWA 
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization   of more 
than 28,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by   promoting professional 
excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange  of knowledge. APWA is 
headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and 63 chapters in North America.   
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