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York Region Keswick Water Pollution Control Plant Outfall Expansion Project  
Named to APWA 2014 Public Works Projects of the Year 

 
KANSAS CITY, MO. – The Regional Municipality of York Keswick Water Pollution Control Plant 
(WPCP) Effluent Outfall Expansion project was recently named a 2014 Public Works Project of the 
Year by the American Public Works Association (APWA).  As the managing agency, the Regional 
Municipality of York, located in the province of Ontario; and primary contractor McNally 
Construction, Inc. as well as Hatch Mott MacDonald, as the primary consultant; will all be presented 
with the national Project of the Year Award at the Awards Ceremony during APWA’s International 
Public Works Congress & Exposition Awards Ceremony in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, between August 
17 - 20, 2014. 
 
The APWA Public Works Projects of the Year awards are presented annually to promote excellence in 
the management and administration of public works projects, recognizing the alliance between the 
managing agency, contractor, consultant and their cooperative achievements. This year, APWA 
selected projects in five categories: Disaster/Emergency, Environment, Historical Restoration, 
Structures and Transportation. 

 
Awarded as the APWA Project of the Year in the Environment category at a cost between $5 million - 
$25 million, the project was a result of the Keswick Water Pollution Control Plant (WPCP) expansion 
to meet the demands of the growing community. The WPCP expansion effort is occurring in two 
phases, with Phase I increasing the WPCP’s rated capacity to 18,000 m3/d, scheduled for completion 
in late summer  2014, and Phase II increasing rated capacity to 24,000 m3/d, projected to occur in 
2024. 
 
The Keswick WPCP effluent outfall expansion project was initiated as part of the overall WPCP 
expansion effort. This project involved the twinning of the existing effluent outfall, with the long-
term goal of providing sufficient capacity to accommodate future plant expansion.  
 
Hatch Mott MacDonald (HMM) was retained by York Region to undertake detailed design and 
contract administration for the outfall expansion project. The alignment starts from the discharge of 
the UV chamber at the Keswick WPCP and extends approximately 900 metres offshore in the Cook’s 
Bay area of Lake Simcoe. Construction of the $21 million project commenced in December 2012 and 
was substantially completed on October 10, 2013. 
 
The collaboration between the agencies and the project team included the contractor redesign of 
the temporary marine access road, which included in the design to allow the barge and dredging 
equipment sufficient water depth for docking, loading and offloading material for the construction 
of the new outfall. In the redesign, the overall concept of the temporary access road with a terminal 
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bulb was maintained as was the width of the access road, and the overall length of the access road 
was reduced from 175m to 90m. The reduced footprint of the access road allowed the contractor to 
perform work while minimizing disturbance to fish and fish habitat. 
 
For more information on the APWA 2014 Projects of the Year, contact APWA Media 
Relations/Communications Manager, Laura Bynum, lbynum@apwa.net, or call 202.218.6736. 
 
 
   About APWA 
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization   
of more than 28,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by  
 promoting professional excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the 
exchange  of knowledge. APWA is headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, 
D.C. and 63 chapters in North America.   
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